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Sen. Carter proposes strengthening “move over” law

ATLANTA- State Senator Joseph Carter (R-Tifton) introduced Senate Bill 354 today, legislation
designed to strengthen Georgia’s Move Over Law to classify as a felony the violation of the move over
law if that violation results in the death of another. The current law, OCGA 40-6-16, mandates that
drivers move over for emergency vehicles stopped on the side of the highway, and the fine for ignoring
the law is $500.

“l want to fortify the law to save lives,” Sen. Carter said. “The current law says get out of the way if
you can, and we need to enforce this and re-enforce it with the people who drive in this state. Over the
years, too many law enforcement officers and emergency personnel have been killed or maimed — and
it is incumbent upon us to reinforce state law so that the lives of the men and women who come to the

aide of the motoring public and those in need of aide are protected.”

According to FBI statistics, traffic accidents claim the lives of more police personnel than any other
cause of death in the line of duty. Last year, according to the FBI, 13 law enforcement officials were

struck and killed by passing vehicles while they worked accidents outside their patrol cars.

Reports from the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety show that emergency vehicles of all kinds have

been struck while parked beside Georgia highways, even when their emergency lights were flashing.
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The Georgia move over law requires drivers to move over one lane when possible if an emergency
vehicle with flashing lights is parked on the shoulder of the highway. However, the law also says that
if traffic is too heavy to move over safely, then vehicles should slow down below the posted speed

limit and be prepared to stop.

“Our goal here is to save lives,” Sen. Carter said. “Nothing more.”
HH###

Sen. Joseph Carter is the Vice Chairman of the Senate Education and Youth Committee. He represents
the 13" Senate District which includes Ben Hill, Crisp, Irwin, Lee, Tift, Turner and Worth Counties
and a portion of Wilcox County. He can be reached at 404.651.7738 or by email at
joseph@josephcarter2004.com.
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